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In this environment, the role of ICC has 
never been more vital.

For more than a century, ICC has championed 
open markets, international cooperation and the 
principle that trade, grounded in trust, fairness 
and the rule of law, remains one of the world’s 
greatest drivers of peace and shared progress. 
That mission is even more important today.

Throughout 2025, ICC mobilised a robust global 
response to rising trade tensions, reinforcing the 
need for a stable, predictable and rules-based 
international trading environment. ICC United 
Kingdom was proud to contribute actively to 
this work.

Over the year, we strengthened engagement 
across the WTO, G20, Commonwealth and 
United Nations systems, ensuring that UK 
business expertise informed major international 
discussions on trade reform, sustainability, 
digitalisation and dispute resolution. We also 
continued championing practical reforms 
to modernise trade, strengthen multilateral 
cooperation and unlock growth for businesses 
of all sizes.

Digital approaches to trade continue to evolve, 
offering potential benefits for resilience and 
efficiency. Throughout the year, ICC United 
Kingdom supported international work in this 
area to help ensure developments remain 
practical, interoperable and aligned with 
business needs. It is encouraging to see 
digitalisation now embedded as a core pillar of 
the UK Trade Strategy, a development shaped by 
sustained engagement and close collaboration 
between business and government.

This has also been a significant year 
institutionally and a personal privilege as my 
first year serving as Chair. I am delighted to 
welcome new Board members, Greg Jackson, 
Surath Sengupta, Saif Malik, John Davies and 
Lord Holmes, whose expertise across business, 
finance, technology and public policy further 
strengthens our strategic leadership.

I would like to thank our members, partners and 
supporters for their commitment throughout 
the year.

As we look ahead to 2026, the task before us 
is clear. At a time of rising uncertainty and 
fragmentation, we must continue to champion 
open, rules-based trade, not only as an 
economic imperative, but as a foundation 
for peace, innovation, competitiveness and 
shared prosperity. 

Lord Bilimoria CBE DL
Chair

Chair’s 

foreword

At a time of rising uncertainty 
and fragmentation, we 
must continue to champion 
open, rules-based trade 
as a foundation for peace, 
innovation, competitiveness 
and shared prosperity.”

2025 was a year defined by geopolitical tension, economic uncertainty and 
widening fragmentation across the global trading system. These pressures 
underscored both the enduring value of international cooperation and the 
increasing strain placed on the rules-based order that underpins global prosperity.
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Executive 

summary 

In a year marked by intensifying geopolitical tensions, growing protectionism 
and increasing complexity across the global trading system, ICC United 
Kingdom continued to deliver against ICC’s global Roadmap 2024–2026. 
Our focus remained on enabling global trade, strengthening multilateral 
cooperation, accelerating sustainability and climate action, advancing 
digitalisation and promoting access to justice and the rule of law.

Throughout 2025, we prioritised practical 
solutions to make trade cheaper, faster, simpler, 
more secure and more sustainable for business.

We strengthened engagement with the WTO, 
G20 and Commonwealth, led two major UK 
delegations to the WTO, and championed 
reforms designed to modernise trade and 
reinforce the global rules-based system.

Importantly, several of the priorities we 
championed through our international 
engagement were reflected in tangible global 
outcomes during the year. Through South 
Africa’s B20 process, ICC United Kingdom Chair, 
Lord Bilimoria, served as a Co Chair of the Digital 
Transformation Task Force, contributing UK 
business expertise to recommendations on digital 
public infrastructure and trade digitalisation that 
later informed outcomes agreed by G20 Leaders. 
Commonwealth Trade Ministers also accepted 
recommendations on trade digitalisation and 
improving access to SME finance, while trade 
digitalisation became a core pillar of the UK 
Trade Strategy. We also secured the hosting of 
the ICC Banking Commission in London in 2026, 
reinforcing the United Kingdom’s leadership role 
in global trade finance.

Working closely with government, banks, 
technology providers and industry, we 
accelerated implementation of digital trade 
systems, delivered live demonstrations of 
interoperable paperless trade, advanced new 
trade finance tools and continued addressing 
barriers facing SMEs.

We also strengthened ICC United Kingdom’s 
role as a platform for international best practice. 
Our conferences, delegations, masterclasses 
and specialist programmes convened leaders 
from business, government and international 
institutions across trade, sustainability, 
arbitration, sanctions compliance, competition 
policy and digital trade.

As global trade tensions grew, we expanded 
ICC United Kingdom’s media presence across 
international broadcast and print platforms, 
helping explain complex developments and 
provide practical business insight during a 
period of significant uncertainty.

In arbitration and dispute resolution, the United 
Kingdom maintained its position as one of the 
world’s foremost centres for ICC arbitration. 
We deepened engagement with corporate 

counsel, barristers and the ICC Court, and 
supported emerging discussions on the role of 
artificial intelligence in dispute resolution.

Sustainability and climate action remained 
central to our programme, including work 
ahead of COP30, our sustainability conference, 
and initiatives on sustainable trade finance and 
carbon markets — each focused on delivering 
practical, scalable solutions for business.

Organisationally, 2025 was a strong year. We 
exceeded membership and commercial targets, 
expanded our international media profile, and 
welcomed new members across technology, 
finance and professional services. ICC United 
Kingdom also received the ICC Secretariat’s 
Peer-to-Peer award, recognising the growing 
influence of our work across the global network.

None of this progress would have been possible 
without our members, Board, policy leaders 
and partners. Thank you for your continued 
collaboration.

As we look to 2026, the need for practical, 
business-led international cooperation will 
only intensify. ICC remains uniquely positioned 
to connect business, government and 
international institutions to shape a more open, 
resilient and sustainable global economy.

Emma Bennett
Interim Secretary General
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Board
The Board is responsible for overseeing the governance of ICC United Kingdom and is supported by three subcommittees: Finance, 
Policy & Network and Nominations & Governance. The Board liaises with the ICC Chairmanship and ICC Executive Board.

CHAIR

Lord Karan Bilimoria CBE DL, 
Chair, ICC United Kingdom and 
Member, House of Lords

SENIOR INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR (SID)

Bina Mehta, Chair, KPMG UK

MEMBERS 

Vindi Banga, Partner, Clayton 
Dubilier & Rice

Natalia Bottomley, Partner, KPMG

Aedamar Comiskey, Senior 
Partner and Chair, Linklaters

John Davies, Senior Adviser, Brunswick

Sir Douglas Flint CBE, Chair, 
Aberdeen Group Plc

Sir Simon Fraser GCMG, Founder & 
Managing Partner, Flint Global Ltd

Shevaun Haviland CBE, Director 
General, British Chambers of Commerce

Lord Holmes of Richmond MBE, 
Member, House of Lords

Greg Jackson CBE, Founder and CEO, 
Octopus Energy

Saif Malik, CEO, UK and Head, Client 
Coverage, UK, Standard Chartered

Harry Matovu KC, Barrister and King’s 
Counsel at Brick Court Chambers 

Surath Sengupta, Managing Director - 
Head of Transaction Banking Products, 
Lloyds Corporate & Institutional, 
Lloyds Bank

Christopher Saul, Managing Director, 
Christopher Saul Associates

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee is responsible for overseeing financial 
affairs including overseeing and setting budgetary priorities. 

CHAIR

Natalia Bottomley, Partner, KPMG

MEMBERS

Christopher Saul, Managing Director, Christopher Saul Associates

Chris Southworth, Secretary General, ICC United Kingdom

Nominations & Governance Committee
The nominations and governance committee oversee the appointment of Board 
members to the ICC United Kingdom Board and representation at global level.

CHAIR

Christopher Saul, Managing Director, Christopher Saul Associates

MEMBERS

Aedamar Comiskey, Senior Partner and Chair, Linklaters

Bina Mehta, SID and Chair, KPMG UK
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Policy & Network Committee 
The Policy & Network Committee is a subcommittee to the Board, responsible for overseeing network affairs including the ICC value proposition. This committee liaises with its counterpart at the ICC Secretariat.

MEMBERS

A&O Shearman

Ashurst LLP

Barclays Bank plc

BP International Ltd

British American Tobacco

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

BT Group plc

Clifford Chance LLP

Clyde & Co LLP

CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

Diageo plc

Eversheds Sutherland

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

Glencore plc

Google UK Ltd

Haleon plc

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP

Hogan Lovells International LLP

HSBC Holdings plc

Japan Tobacco International S.A.

Linklaters LLP

Lloyds Banking Group

NatWest (formerly RBS)

Norton Rose Fulbright LLP

Shell International Petroleum Co Ltd

Slaughter & May LLP

TikTok Information Technologies UK Ltd

Vodafone Group plc
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Keeping the 

world open 

for business 

since 1919

UN Observer Status

G20 Network Partner

We have been involved in 
the G7 from it’s inception 
and helped instigate the 
creation of the B20

The ICC International Court 
of Arbitration, launched 
in 1923 provided a global 
mechanism to settle 
international disputes

ICC Incoterms®, launched 
in 1936 provided the first 
rule book for buyers 
and seller of goods

ICC rules underpin $17.5 
trillion of world trade

Business focal point to 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) for 
climate negotiations

A strategic partner to the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO)

ICC Digital Standards 
Initiative is the 
coordinating body for 
digitalising world trade

ICC Banking Commission 
is the self-regulating body 
for global trade finance

We have been convening and connecting business to influence 
world trade for over 100 years, including contributing to and 
supporting the creation of the United Nations, helping instigate 
the creation of the Global Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
Global Agreement on Tariffs on Trade and Services (GATTS) and 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Founded in 1919 after the First World War, 
ICC was created to establish a rules-based 
framework for international business and 
promote global prosperity and security.



We make trade work

ICC champions responsible business conduct and international 
best practices, bringing together industry, governments, and 
institutions globally to drive positive action. Activities include 
speaking engagements, co-producing events, and providing thought 
leadership through articles and training.

ICC is the voice of business at the intergovernmental level, 
partnering with the UN, G7/G20, and WTO, and collaborating with 
national business organisations. This includes setting 
international business standards and advocating to 
governments.

With a global network of business organisations, experts, and 
stakeholders, ICC uniquely enables scalable, cross-border solutions 
for global challenges like climate change, digitalisation, and 
human rights.

Shaping 
frameworks

Promoting 
international 
best practice

Implementing 
solutions
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Internationally, ICC represents 45 million companies 
of all sizes and sectors in 170 countries.

As the institutional representative of over 45 
million businesses in almost 170 countries, 
ICC is uniquely positioned to leverage private-
sector expertise and insights to deliver practical 
solutions to interconnected challenges. 

We act as the primary voice of the real 
economy in a range of intergovernmental 
organisations – from the United Nations to the 
World Trade Organization – championing the 
needs of local business in global decision making. 

Our business-centric but purpose-led approach to 
external engagement provides us with the credibility 
and integrity needed to build trusted and influential 
relationships with policymakers across the world. 

The convening power of our global network 
enables us to set rules and standards that 
facilitate over $17 trillion dollars in trade each 
year – as well as providing tailored products and 
services that directly address the real challenges 
faced by businesses operating internationally. 

We also provide the world’s premier private global 
dispute resolution services, leveraging ICC’s 
unique independence, integrity, and expertise. 
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International influence

In the UK ICC represents:

Some of the largest, most successful 
international companies with 
supply chains across 170 countries

The largest pool of arbitrators at the 
ICC International Court of Arbitration

One of the largest group of trade 
financiers inputting into ICC 
Banking Commission rule making



Strategic priorities 
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Enabling 
global trade

Promoting access to 
justice, integrity, and 

respect for the rule of law

Accelerating sustainability 
and climate action

Shaping an open, trusted 
and interoperable 

digital economy

Strengthening multilateral 
cooperation

Tackle the root causes of major 
trade tensions in the global 
economy – including unilateral 
tax and sustainability policies.

Establish roadmaps for new 
agreements to resolve identified 
trade frictions – including 
through the development of 
innovative industry coalitions.

Raise awareness amongst MSMEs 
of ICC tools that can support their 
international business journey – and 
increase the usage of these 
solutions by small companies.

Deliver fully digitalised case 
management of ICC Arbitration 
cases by early 2025 – and 
unleash the potential of AI 
in resolving disputes.

Open a new state-of-the-art hearing 
center in Paris by January 2025.

Develop new services to ensure small 
businesses can resolve disputes 
expeditiously and at minimal cost.

Deliver (by mid-2025) a fully 
implementable framework to allow 
banks and corporates to grade the 
sustainability of trade transactions.

Drive policy reforms – both 
domestically and internationally – to 
remove identified barriers to 
the deployment of climate and 
sustainability solutions.

Provide tools to enable 
environmental trade – including 
new “ICC EcoTerms” standards.

Ensure that more than 50% of 
global trade is governed by laws 
that recognise electronic trade 
documents by the end of 2025.

Accelerate the adoption of 
interoperable data standards 
and e-trade systems across 
key sectors/industries.

Enable digital trade corridor 
pilots covering strategically 
important sectors.

Secure agreements to reform 
the WTO system – including 
the restoration of its dispute 
settlement function.

Secure new structures to 
embed business expertise in 
intergovernmental Decision- 
making – building on and enhancing 
recent ICC-led innovations such as 
the WTO Business Advisory Group.

Promote new approaches to 
enable the United Nations 
and other major institutions to 
better anticipate and mitigate 
cross-border crises, including 
humanitarian response efforts.
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Strategic priorities and Roadmap 2024-2026 



UK programme
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Arbitration & ADR Committee (UK)

The committee is a member-led forum that brings together UK-
based law firms, chambers, academics and corporate general 
counsels to influence national/international frameworks, implement 
solutions and promote international best practice.

Purpose

Channel input into, and support the ICC Arbitration & ADR Commission

Ensure UK-based law firms, chambers and stakeholders have a coordinated approach to 
advocacy, multilateral engagement, government engagement, market solutions

Promote and share best practice

ICC Arbitration & ADR Commission

The commission informs members on key policy 
developments and enables peer-exchange on 
emerging trends, shapes common industry 
stances on major public policy issues, provides 
technical input for key intergovernmental 
processes, and establishes cross-border 
commerce rules and self-regulatory standards.

2025 highlights

New Arbitration committee leadership appointed, 
UK commission membership refreshed

21 arbitrators, 50% meeting diversity criteria 
successfully appointed from Nominations 
subcommittee recommendations

180+ attended Arbitration Conference

50+ new arbitrators profiled on Arbitrator Database

ICC United Kingdom inputs into Arbitration Bill 
accepted

Priorities for 2026
Grow profile of UK Committee as the 
leading group for thought leadership 
on arbitration and ADR issues

Increase Committee membership

Strengthen corporate engagement

Increase involvement/engagement with the 
ICC Arbitration Commission (including more UK 
members represented on task forces) and Court

Establish Working Groups to cover 
engagement with barristers’ chambers; 
EPP rules; AI in Arbitration

Deliver a successful Arbitration Conference

Deliver two masterclasses to promote 
international best practice

Add 40+ experts to Arbitrator Database

KEY STAKEHOLDERS
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Arbitration 

& ADR
Promoting access to justice, integrity, 
and respect for the rule of law
Chair: Guy Pendell (CMS)

Vice Chairs: Samantha Rowe (Debevoise & 
Plimpton), Duncan Bagshaw (Norton Rose Fulbright)



Sustainability Committee (UK)

The committee is a member-led forum that brings together 
UK-based companies, banks, law firms and academics to 
influence national/international frameworks, implement 
solutions and promote international best practice.

Purpose

Channel UK expertise into the ICC 
Energy & Environment Commission

Ensure UK-based stakeholders have a 
coordinated approach to advocacy, 
multilateral engagement, government 
engagement, market solutions

Promote and share best practice

Delegations

COP29, COP16

Young Competition Network

Networking event for 120+ up and 
coming competition lawyers.

ICC Environment & 

Energy Commission

The commission informs members 
on key policy developments and 
enables peer-exchange on emerging 
trends, shapes common industry 
stances on major public policy issues, 
provides technical input for key 
intergovernmental processes, and 
establishes cross-border commerce 
rules and self-regulatory standards.

Priorities

Channel business expertise into critical-path 
UNFCCC negotiations ahead of COP29.

Develop guidance for policymakers to 
enhance the effectiveness of carbon pricing 
systems – with a particular focus on the 
issues of linking, price levels and use of 
proceeds.

Provide business insights to support the 
development of an effective international 
treaty to curb plastics pollution.

2025 highlights

Sustainability Committee – March/
September/December

Energy & Environment Commission 
– Spring/Autumn

Annual Sustainability Conference 
– 145 attendees

UK Business and Biodiversity 
Conference and webinars

APPG on UN Global Goals 
annual business conference

Roundtable – competition law 
supporting cooperation

Young Competition Network event

Delegations: 10 member delegates 
at COP16 and 18 at COP29

Priorities for 2026

Publish best practice case study report

Deliver an effective conference 
– promote alignment, cooperation,
best practice

Strengthen collaboration with 
government – DESNZ, DEFRA

KEY STAKEHOLDERS
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Sustainability
Making sustainability and climate 
action everyone’s business
Chair: Gabrielle Giner (BT)

Vice Chair: N L N Swaroop (HSBC)



Trade Finance Committee (UK)

The committee is a member-led forum that brings together 
UK based trade banks, law firms, academics, companies and 
solution providers to influence national/international frameworks, 
implement solutions and promote international best practice.

Purpose

Channel input into, and support the ICC Banking Commission

Ensure UK based trade banks, solution providers and stakeholders have a 
coordinated approach to advocacy, multilateral engagement, government 
engagement, market solutions

Promote and share best practice

Initiate, support and promote training and educational initiatives

ICC Banking Commission

The commission informs members 
on key policy developments and 
enables peer-exchange on emerging 
trends, shapes common industry 
stances on major public policy issues, 
provides technical input for key 
intergovernmental processes, and 
establishes cross-border commerce 
rules and self- regulatory standards.

Global priorities

Upgrade ICC Trade Register

Secure proportionate capital treatment of 
trade finance assets

Support adoption of digital processes under 
ICC trade finance rules

Issue updated financial crime and risk policy 
guidance for trade finance transactions.

Revise ICC’s guidance for processing of 
letter-of-credit transactions (“ISBP”).

Issue guidance on the application of 
ICC banking rules through opinions and 
technical advisory briefings.

2025 highlights

HSBC appointed as Vice Chair to 
ICC Banking Commission – added 
to Lloyds, Standard Chartered

Heads of Trade group, Solution Providers 
(fintech) Working Group established

Priorities for 2026

Establish a more robust, inclusive 
UK programme structure – SteerCo, 
two open committee events, 2–3 
seminars/masterclasses, host ICC 
Banking Commission (2026/27)

Reduce the trade finance gap - promote 
regulatory reform, digitalisation and use 
of cheaper, simpler forms of finance 

Ensure there is a sustainable implementation 
framework to support Trade Digitalisation 
Taskforce recommendations

Integrate Solution Providers Working Group 
within programme to enhance connectivity 
between technology, finance and trade

Support the revision of Revise ICC’s 
guidance for practices within documentary 
credit processing of letter-of-credit 
transactions (“ISBP”) and provide practical 
input to the ISBP Education Project.

KEY STAKEHOLDERS
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Trade Finance
Making trade finance cheaper 
and more accessible
Chair: Parvaiz Dalal (Citi)

Vice Chair(s): David Meynell (ICC)



KEY STAKEHOLDERS

Trade Digitalisation Taskforce (UK)

The taskforce provides a forum that brings together banks, government, 
international institutions, industry bodies, companies and solution 
providers to deliver practical solutions that promote better access to 
finance. The taskforce is co-Chaired by the Minister for Exports, Barclays 
and ICC United Kingdom. Its role is to align efforts and resources 
between the trade and finance industry and ensure there is a consistent 
approach to implementing international interoperability frameworks set 
by the ICC Digital Standards Initiative – laws, rules, standards, solutions.

Links to, and supports

International Centre for Digital Trade and Innovation

Corporate Digitalisation Taskforce

Sustainability programme

Trade programme

Trade finance programme

2025 highlights

Basel 3 regulatory impact paper

Corporate treasury engagement project

Trade digitalisation 
implementation roadmap

Fraud prevention strategy

AML/KYC bureaucracy reduction strategy

Scale up of legal entity identifiers report

Legal entity identifier policy options paper

Priorities for 2026

Promoting regulatory innovation 
and smart regulatory framework

Fraud prevention

Roadmap to digitalise UK trade

Streamlining Know Your 
Customer bureaucracy
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Trade Finance
Reducing the cost of finance, making 
trade finance more accessible



Trade & Investment Committee (UK)
The committee is a member-led, multistakeholder forum that brings 
together UK academics, companies, diplomats, law firms, banks, 
business associations to influence national/international frameworks, 
implement solutions and promote international best practice.

Purpose

Channel input into, and support the ICC Trade & Investment Commission

Ensure UK industry has a coordinated approach to multilateral engagement and 
commercial diplomacy

Support the government in developing a coherent approach to international 
trade policy

ICC Trade & Investment 

Commission

The commission informs members 
on key policy developments and 
enables peer- exchange on emerging 
trends, shapes common industry 
stances on major public policy issues, 
provides technical input for key 
intergovernmental processes, and 
establishes cross-border commerce 
rules and self-regulatory standards.

Global priorities

Shape and accelerate negotiations on 
the reform of the WTO system.

Make the business case for governments 
to adopt permanent prohibition on 
application of customs duties to data 
transfers at MC14

Deliver business insights to shape a 
high-standard outcome to the WTO 
e-commerce negotiations.

Lead global debate on trade policy 
reforms to accelerate and scale 
deployment of circular economy 
approaches

2025 highlights

Largest WTO delegation in 10 years

ASEAN Technical Assistance 
project led to £8m ODA funding 
for trade digitalisation

C4DTI successfully spun out of 
ICC United Kingdom to help scale 
digitalisation internationally

Priorities for 2026

WTO Ministerial Conference 
(MC14) preparation

Trade digitalisation 

Trade and environment – circular 
economy, plastics agreements

Improving engagement on intellectual 
property, data, trade in services
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Trade & 

Investment
Enabling global trade
Chair: Aileen Keyes (Diageo)

Vice Chairs: Jun Du (Aston University), Marius Cosnita (BAT)

KEY STAKEHOLDERS

Department for 
Science, Innovation
& Technology



KEY STAKEHOLDERS

Corporate Digitalisation Taskforce
The taskforce is a dedicated peer to peer forum to engage with cargo owners (corporates) and support 
government efforts to scale up the benefits of trade digitalisation. The Taskforce is co-Chaired by ICC 
United Kingdom, Association of Corporate Treasurers and Department for Business and Trade. 

Purpose

Educate and build awareness of the benefits of 
digitalisation

Build the business case – use cases

Develop a network of champions to help make the case 
for the benefits of trade digitalisation

Identify barriers to the implementation of the Electronic 
Trade Documents Act

Promote and share best practice

Links to, and supports

ICC Digital Standards Initiative

International Centre for Digital Trade and Innovation

Trade Digitalisation Taskforce

Sustainability programme

Trade programme

Trade finance programme

2025 highlights
Taskforce promoted to 
50+ companies

Supported Foreign, Commonwealth 
& Development Office funded British 
Chambers of Commerce case 
study report

Taskforce incorporated into 
government priorities

Ministerial support secured

Government hosting/ 
co-Chairing Taskforce, 
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Digitalisation
Scaling the benefits of trade digitalisation



2025 highlights 
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Enabling global trade
Mobilised a comprehensive 
business response to global 
trade tensions, spotlighting 
the real-world impact 
on businesses, supply 
chains and investment.

Launched a major initiative 
to revitalise the multilateral 
trading system initiating global 
consultations and government 
dialogue to promote global 
trade growth and inclusion.

Published the Global Trade 
Outlook 2025 report providing 
industry insights on trade-
policy uncertainty, supply-
chain constraints and the 
need for a strong rules-
based trading system.

Upgraded and expanded 
the ICC Trade Register, 
establishing it as the 
definitive global source 
of market intelligence for 
trade finance products, 
widely adopted by banks, 
investors and regulators.

Promoting access to justice, integrity 
and respect for the rule of law

ICC Arbitration Rules named 
world’s preferred rules by 
users globally and marked 
our 30,000th case.

Promoted widespread usage 
of the revised ICC Rules on 
Combatting Corruption 
including through the 2025 
update of the ICC Anti-
Corruption Clause.

Launched the next-generation 
digital case-management 
platform, ICC Case Connect 
powered by Opus 2, enhancing 
efficiency, collaboration 
and transparency in 
arbitration for over 10,000 
party-representatives 
and 8,000 arbitrators.

Completed a review of the 
ICC Expedited Procedure 
Provisions (EPP), with the 
launch of a report on how 
the EPP has been applied in 
practice since its introduction 
in 2017, a toolkit for arbitrators 
appointed under the EPP, and 
a factsheet showcasing the 
success of EPP proceedings 
backed by 2024 statistics.

Joined forces with the World 
Customs Organization to 
deliver trade facilitation 
recommendations for 
enhanced integrity at borders 
by digitalising processes, 
reducing complexities and 
increasing transparency.

Accelerating sustainability and climate action
As the official Focal Point 
for Business and Industry 
NGOs at COP30 in Belem, 
convened business leaders, 
policymakers and multilateral 
partners to advance credible 
carbon markets, sustainable 
finance and trade-driven 
climate solutions. Efforts 
were supported by our global 
‘Opportunity of a Lifetime 
‘campaign and partner 
playbook, to highlight the 
business opportunity of 
taking climate action. Our 
report looking at the Role of 
the Private Sector in Climate 
Adaptation, set out clear 
pathways to unlock private 
investment in resilience.

Received endorsement of the 
ICC Principles for Sustainable 
Trade Finance by a group 
of leading banks signalling 
market alignment behind a 
common framework to scale 
sustainable trade finance 
in a practical, credible and 
commercially viable way.

Presented key barriers within 
the prudential framework and 
recommended actions to align 
capital regulation with climate 
and development goals.
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Global achievements
Advancing global trade, legal certainty, climate action, digital innovation 
and multilateral dialogue through business-led solutions.



Shaping an open, trusted and 
interoperable digital economy

Strengthened the foundations 
of an open, trusted and 
interoperable digital economy 
to align digital trade, data 
governance and cybersecurity 
frameworks, promoting trust in 
cross-border data flows, and 
supporting SME and developing-
economy participation.

Launched the “Paperless 
Trade Pilot Playbook” setting 
out a six-step guide, checklists 
and templates to implement 
paperless trade systems across 
governments and businesses.

Co-hosted a Digital Trade 
Transformation Forum, focused 
on developing a roadmap 
for interoperability across 
industry and global supply 
chains. The event marked 
a significant step towards 
building a globally interoperable 
digital trade ecosystem.

Strengthening multilateral cooperation

Issued a call to action, ahead 
of the WTO’s 14th Ministerial 
Conference (MC14) for Members 
to launch a structured, time-
bound WTO reform round and 
preserve the Moratorium on 
Customs Duties on Electronic 
Transmissions - essential steps 
to restore stability and 
confidence in global trade.

Key ICC priorities reflected 
in B20 recommendations to 
G20 leaders, reinforcing our 
contribution to the process as 
B20 Network Partner. Launched 
TradeRoots Africa - a legacy 
initiative anchored in the ICC 
Centre of Entrepreneurship to 
translate B20 commitments 
into action, support AfCFTA 
implementation, and strengthen 
MSME participation in 
regional and global trade.

Embarked on a strategic 
collaboration with the World 
Bank to bolster job creation and 
economic resilience in emerging 
markets through enhanced 
support for small- and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs).

Led business-sector input 
into WTO reform through the 
ICC paper on WTO dispute-
settlement mediation thereby 
strengthening the multilateral 
trading system through the 
promotion of alternative 
resolution mechanisms. 

Hosted the 14th World 
Chambers Congress (2–4 
September 2025, Melbourne) 
bringing together more 
than 1,000 participants from 
more than 100 countries 
and reinforcing ICC’s global 
chamber-network leadership.

Provided business insights to 
shape workable international 
tax reforms under the new UN 
Tax Framework Convention 
Process and the OECD inclusive 
framework, emphasising the 
need for tax certainty and 
international coordination.

Trade in a 
changing world

Governance and 
leadership

Our global role 
and purpose

Strategic priorities 
and Roadmap

UK programme 2025 highlights and 
achievements

2025 media coverage 
highlights

Driving change 
together 

24ICC United Kingdom | 2025 in review: Making trade cheaper, faster, simpler, secure and sustainable

Global achievements



Enabling global trade
Led efforts to keep trade open, inclusive and future-ready, making tangible 
progress in policy reform, business engagement and thought leadership.

Promoting access to justice, integrity and respect for the rule of law
Strengthened the UK’s role as a global centre for trusted, independent dispute 
resolution, while expanding access to world-class arbitration services.

Strengthened UK engagement across 
the WTO, G20 and Commonwealth, 
ensuring business insight informed 
discussions on trade reform, supply chain 
resilience and future frameworks.

Led two UK delegations to the WTO, 
expanding business participation 
in international trade dialogue.

Contributed UK expertise to the B20 
Digital Transformation Task Force, 
helping ensure business perspectives 
were reflected in recommendations 
later informing G20 outcomes.

Advanced work on trade digitalisation, 
providing practical demonstrations 
of interoperable paperless systems 
and supporting adoption of the UK 
Trade Strategy’s digitalisation pillar.

Expanded UK advocacy on SME access, 
with Commonwealth Trade Ministers 
accepting recommendations to improve 
access to SME finance and digital tools.

Reinforced the UK’s status as a leading 
centre for ICC arbitration, with strong 
engagement across corporate counsel, 
chambers and the ICC Court.

Strengthened the UK arbitration 
community, with new working groups on 
practice management, corporate counsel 
engagement and AI in arbitration.

Hosted widely attended arbitration 
conferences and seminars, 
deepening technical understanding 
and showcasing UK expertise.

Supported ICC’s digital transformation 
of case management, helping raise 
awareness of the next-generation Case 
Connect platform among UK practitioners.

Promoted best practice in dispute 
resolution, including guidance and 
peer exchange across sectors.
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UK achievements
In a year marked by global disruption, rising protectionism and deepening geopolitical tensions, ICC 
United Kingdom continued to drive progress on ICC’s global priorities. As multilateral cooperation came 
under pressure, ICC’s mission to promote peace and prosperity through trade proved more relevant than 
ever. From regulatory reform and digital trade to climate action, arbitration and global engagement, our 
work helped modernise international systems and ensure UK business had a seat at the table.



Accelerating sustainability and climate action
Advanced trade-led climate action, helping shape national and 
international agendas on net zero, biodiversity and nature finance.

Delivered a major UK 
Sustainability Conference, 
convening business, 
government and financial 
institutions to advance 
practical climate and 
nature-positive solutions.

Engaged UK business ahead 
of COP30, ensuring business 
perspectives informed 
climate negotiations and 
global policy discussions.

Advanced sustainable trade 
finance work, supporting 
industry alignment around 
frameworks for credible, 
scalable sustainability-
linked trade finance.

Expanded collaboration with 
the UK Business & Biodiversity 
Forum, integrating nature 
considerations into trade 
and finance debates.

Raised awareness of 
business-led climate 
solutions, strengthening UK 
contributions to ICC’s global 
sustainability agenda.

Building a trusted and interoperable digital economy
Accelerated the adoption of digital trade through legal reform, 
international cooperation and implementation roadmaps.

Strengthened UK participation 
in digital trade implementation, 
including demonstrations 
of interoperable systems 
and collaboration with 
government and banks.

Contributed business insight 
to global discussions on 
digital public infrastructure, 
through participation in the 
B20 and related forums.

Supported UK organisations 
in navigating emerging 
digital frameworks, providing 
practical guidance, case 
studies and capacity building.

Worked with technology 
providers and financial 
institutions to reduce frictions 
in digital document exchange 
and supply chain processes.

Increased public visibility of 
digital trade developments, 
providing clear communication 
across media and 
stakeholder channels.

Strengthening multilateral cooperation
Championed UK business at the heart of multilateral trade 
reform, securing stronger engagement and influence in key 
international forums.

Expanded UK engagement 
across global institutions, 
contributing to discussions 
at the WTO, UN, G20, 
Commonwealth and beyond.

Supported work to advance 
reforms in the multilateral 
trading system, including 
preparations for WTO 
Ministerial discussions in 2026.

Contributed to business-led 
dialogue on tax, development 
and cross-border regulatory 
challenges, ensuring UK voices 
informed global policy settings.

Engaged diplomatic 
missions, business 
groups and international 
organisations, strengthening 
the UK’s contribution to 
global cooperation.

Raised the UK’s profile 
through international 
media, communicating 
real-world business impacts 
during a year of heightened 
geopolitical tension.
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UK achievements



2025 media 
coverage 

highlights
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Speaking up for business

ICC United Kingdom significantly strengthened its public 
profile and policy influence in 2025, establishing itself as a 
leading business voice on international trade, investment and 
economic growth. Through sustained engagement with major 
broadcasters and leading business publications, ICC United 
Kingdom generated an estimated 6.8–7.5 billion audience 
impressions globally, secured more than 500 media mentions 
across broadcast, print and online outlets, and delivered an 
estimated £6.5–£7.2 million in advertising value equivalent 
(AVE). These results reflected growing demand for authoritative 
business perspectives on tariffs, trade agreements, digital 
trade, trade finance reform and the UK’s growth agenda.

Media engagement was led by Secretary General Chris 
Southworth and Chair Lord Bilimoria, whose commentary 
featured regularly across international and UK media, 
including BBC, CNN, CNBC, Sky News, Al Jazeera and CGTN. 
ICC United Kingdom also secured prominent coverage in 
major publications including the Financial Times, Politico, 
The Independent and City AM. A notable Financial Times 
exclusive highlighted ICC United Kingdom’s call for trade finance 
reform to unlock greater access to finance for UK SMEs.

Strategic media themes

Global trade and tariffs
ICC United Kingdom became a recognised 
source of business insight on the impact 
of tariffs and trade tensions, providing 
practical analysis on the implications 
for exporters, supply chains and 
economic growth.

Trade missions and 
international engagement
Coverage of ICC United Kingdom’s 
participation in Commonwealth, WTO 
and B20-related activities reinforced 
the organisation’s role as both a policy 
advocate and a convening platform for 
international business.

Digital trade and innovation
ICC United Kingdom continued to 
champion trade digitalisation through its 
Roadmap to Digitalise UK Trade, promoting 
reforms that support more efficient, secure 
and sustainable trade processes while 
strengthening UK competitiveness.

Trade agreements and 
market access
ICC United Kingdom provided commentary 
on major trade developments, including 
agreements with India, the United States 
and South Korea, highlighting opportunities 
for business growth, investment and 
international collaboration.

Growth and competitiveness
Throughout the Spring Statement, Budget 
cycle and wider economic debate, ICC 
United Kingdom consistently advocated 
policies that enable businesses to scale, 
invest and trade more effectively.

Trade finance reform
ICC United Kingdom elevated trade finance 
reform as a mainstream policy issue, 
securing high-profile coverage that linked 
regulatory modernisation with improved 
access to finance for SMEs and stronger 
economic growth.
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The strength and consistency of ICC United 
Kingdom’s media presence in 2025 enhanced the 
organisation’s influence among policymakers, 
regulators, business leaders and international 
institutions. With an estimated 95–115 broadcast 
appearances and 260–320 print and online 
articles during the year, ICC United Kingdom 
successfully translated complex trade policy 
issues into clear, business-focused messages and 
further established itself as a trusted authority 
on global trade and economic growth.

Building on this momentum, ICC United 
Kingdom is well positioned to lead discussions 
in 2026 on digital trade implementation, trade 
finance reform, multilateral trade cooperation 
and practical measures to help UK businesses 
compete and grow internationally.

Looking ahead



Driving change 
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	0 20 Essex Street

	0 3 Verulam Buildings

	0 36 Stone

	0 39 Essex Chambers

	0 3Sixty Trade Ltd

	0 4 Pump Court Chambers (Judgment Ltd)

	0 4 Stone Buildings

	0 6 Pump Court Chambers

	0 7 Kings Bench Walk

	0 A&O Shearman

	0 ACCA

	0 Advertising Association

	0 Advertising Standards Authority

	0 Andrew Aglionby

	0 Anglo American plc

	0 APCO Worldwide Ltd

	0 ArbDB

	0 ArcelorMittal

	0 Ashurst LLP

	0 Association of Foreign Banks

	0 Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry

	0 BAE Systems plc

	0 Baker & McKenzie LLP

	0 Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria

	0 Bank ABC

	0 Bank of America N.A.

	0 Bank of Ceylon UK Ltd

	0 Bank of China

	0 Bank Sepah International plc

	0 Barclays Bank plc

	0 Basecamp Research Ltd

	0 BeecheyArbitration

	0 Ben Sanderson

	0 Bloomsbury Institute London

	0 BOEX CIC

	0 Bolero International Ltd

	0 BP International Ltd

	0 Brick Court Chambers

	0 British American Tobacco

	0 British Arab Commercial Bank

	0 British Argentine Chamber of Commerce

	0 British Chambers of Commerce

	0 British Exports Association

	0 British Foreign Policy Group

	0 British Institute of International and Comparative Law

	0 British International Freight Association (BIFA)

	0 Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

	0 BT Group plc

	0 Cámara de Comercio Argentino-Británica

	0 Cargo X

	0 CDP

	0 CEERISK Consulting Ltd

	0 Centre for Applied Sustainable Transition Law (CASTL)

	0 Centre for Commercial Law Studies 
(Queen Mary, University of London)

	0 Centre of Construction Law and Dispute Resolution KCL

Membership of ICC gives you access to a global network of businesses, expert policy forums, 
and major international events. Our member-led committees are open to all employees and 
offer a flexible way to engage – whether you focus on a single issue or involve wider teams.

MEMBERSHIP AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2025
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	0 Certis International Ltd

	0 Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys

	0 Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply

	0 Chinasa Okoroma — Student

	0 Citigroup

	0 City Law School (City University London)

	0 Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

	0 Clifford Chance LLP

	0 Clyde & Co LLP

	0 CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

	0 COBCOE

	0 Confederation of British Industry (CBI)

	0 Contained Technologies UK Ltd

	0 Côte d’Ivoire Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain

	0 Covington & Burling LLP

	0 Crédit Agricole Corporate & Investment Bank

	0 Crown Office Chambers

	0 Cumbria Chamber of Commerce

	0 Daniel Wilmot

	0 Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

	0 Deloitte LLP

	0 Deutsche Bank AG

	0 Diageo plc

	0 Digital Trade Works

	0 Dr A.M.Antoniou, University of Brighton

	0 Durham Law School (Durham University)

	0 Ecommerce Forum of Africa

	0 Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce

	0 Elitsa Garnizova (The London School of 
Economics and Political Science)

	0 Emirates NBD Bank

	0 Enigio

	0 Equant Analytics

	0 Ernst & Young LLP

	0 EssDocs

	0 Essex Chamber of Commerce

	0 Essex Court Chambers

	0 ETR Digital Ltd

	0 Euro Exim Bank

	0 Europe Arab Bank plc

	0 Eversheds Sutherland

	0 Eximbills Technologies Ltd (China Systems)

	0 Faculty of Advocates

	0 Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

	0 FBN Bank (UK) Ltd

	0 Federation of Small Businesses (FSB)

	0 Fenwick Elliott LLP

	0 Fieldfisher LLP

	0 Finnish British Chamber of Commerce

	0 Four New Square

	0 French Chamber of Great Britain

	0 Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

	0 Gabrielle Giner

	0 Garreth Wong — Paul Hastings (Europe) LLP

	0 Gatehouse Chambers

	0 Ghana International Bank

	0 Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

	0 Gide Loyrette Nouel LLP

	0 Glencore plc

	0 Global Share North America LLC (edoxOnline)

	0 Gloria Alvarez

	0 Google UK Limited

	0 Gowling WLG (UK) LLP

	0 Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce

	0 Greenberg Traurig, LLP

	0 Greg Messenger (University of Bristol)

	0 Grosvenor House Trading Ltd

	0 Guaranty Trust Bank (UK) Ltd

	0 Gulf International Bank (UK)

	0 Guyk Trading Ltd

	0 GWE Business West

	0 Haleon plc

	0 Hammad Baig

	0 Handelsbanken

	0 Hannaford Turner LLP

	0 Hausfeld

	0 Hayk Kupelyants — King’s College London

	0 HBL Bank UK

	0 Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP

	0 Hogan Lovells International LLP
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	0 HSBC Holdings plc

	0 Huawei Technologies

	0 Ibukunoluwa Akinrinde — Student

	0 ICAEW Chartered Accountants

	0 Inclusive Competition Forum

	0 Incorporated Society of British Advertisers

	0 Infor Nexus (United Kingdom) Ltd

	0 Institute of Export & International Trade

	0 International Business and Investment Union

	0 International Sustainable Forestry Coalition

	0 InTrade4You s.r.l.

	0 IP Federation

	0 Italian Chamber of Commerce and Industry for the UK

	0 Japan Tobacco International S.A.

	0 Jenner + Block LLP

	0 JGTorrealba

	0 John Papworth

	0 Jon Walden

	0 Joseph Manuel Tirado

	0 JPMorgan Europe Ltd

	0 K&L Gates LLP

	0 Keating Chambers

	0 Kenneth Gardner

	0 Khurram Usman — Student

	0 King & Spalding

	0 Kings Chambers

	0 Kirkland & Ellis International LLP

	0 KPMG LLP

	0 Lancaster & Morecambe Chamber of Commerce

	0 Latham & Watkins LLP

	0 Law Society

	0 Laytons ETL Global

	0 LEP Network

	0 Lilit Nagapetyan — Student

	0 Linklaters LLP

	0 Liverpool Chamber of Commerce

	0 Livingston International Europe Ltd

	0 Lloyds Banking Group

	0 London Chamber of Commerce & Industry

	0 London Institute of Banking & Finance 
(Walbrook Institute London Ltd)

	0 Lorna Strong

	0 Macmillan Publishers Ltd — Springer Nature

	0 Maria Garcia (University of Bath)

	0 Mauritius Bank

	0 Maxi Scherer/Arb Boutique

	0 McDermott Will & Schulte UK LLP

	0 Mercore Group Ltd

	0 Metaship Ltd

	0 Mexican Chamber of Commerce

	0 Mishcon de Reya

	0 Mitigram AB

	0 Mizuho Bank Ltd

	0 Monckton Chambers

	0 MonetaGo

	0 MUFG Bank

	0 Na Song — Student

	0 Nature Metrics

	0 NatWest (formerly RBS)

	0 Negative Emissions Platform

	0 Nicholas Alexander Brown

	0 Nicholas Peacock

	0 Nivoda

	0 Northern Ireland Chamber of Commerce

	0 Norton Rose Fulbright LLP

	0 Norwegian British Chamber of Commerce

	0 Odgers Berndtson

	0 OGY DOCS INC./Wave BL

	0 Onyema Arbitration Services Ltd

	0 Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe (Europe) LLP

	0 Osborne Clarke

	0 OWIT UK

	0 PARCIS.ai

	0 Pinna Goldberg Ltd

	0 Polymateria

	0 PrimaTrade Systems Ltd

	0 Quadrant Chambers

	0 Reed Smith LLP

	0 Reem Ayad (Troutman Pepper Locke)
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	0 Rewired Earth

	0 Riaz Hussain

	0 Roger Jones

	0 Roy Goode

	0 S&P Global Ratings UK Ltd

	0 Samuel Roscoe (University of Sussex Business School)

	0 Sangam Ltd

	0 Sangeeta Khorana (Aston University Business School)

	0 Santander UK plc

	0 Sarah Hall (University of Nottingham)

	0 Sarra Kay

	0 Scotch Whisky Association

	0 Scottish Chambers of Commerce Ltd

	0 Secro Inc

	0 Selborne Chambers

	0 Sheila Page/ODI

	0 Shell International Petroleum Co Ltd

	0 Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom (UK) LLP

	0 Slaughter & May LLP

	0 Sofiane Benamar — Student

	0 South African Chamber of Commerce

	0 Spanish Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain

	0 Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce

	0 Standard Chartered Bank plc

	0 Strong & Herd LLP

	0 Suffolk Chamber of Commerce

	0 Sullivan & Worcester UK LLP

	0 Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation Europe Ltd

	0 T3i Partner Network LLP

	0 Tania Voon (Melbourne Law School, 
The University of Melbourne)

	0 TechUK

	0 The Bermuda Chamber of Commerce

	0 The UK Oil and Gas Industry Association Ltd

	0 Thomas Dillon

	0 TikTok Information Technologies UK Ltd

	0 Tilmann Kupfer

	0 Tim Clark

	0 Tom Cameron

	0 Tony Cole (University of Leicester)

	0 Trademo Technologies Inc

	0 Transform UK Consulting Ltd

	0 Traxpay GmbH

	0 Traydstream

	0 Türkiye İş Bankası 

	0 Ubloquity Ltd

	0 Unilever plc

	0 United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS)

	0 University College London, Faculty of Laws

	0 University of Warwick

	0 Vinson & Elkins

	0 Vodafone Group plc

	0 White & Case LLP

	0 Wilberforce Chambers

	0 Willkie Farr & Gallagher (UK) LLP

	0 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

	0 Wordley Partnership

	0 XDC Trade Network Pte Ltd

	0 XXIV Old Buildings

	0 Yan Tan

	0 Yendall Hunter Ltd

	0 Zenith Bank (UK) Ltd

	0 ZKL Invest ltd



ICC is the world’s largest business 
organisation representing 45 million 
companies with 1 billion employees in 
over 170 countries.

The International Chamber of Commerce is 
the only business organisation with UN 
Observer Status and acts as a leading voice 
for business at the UN, G7, G20, World Trade 
Organization and other major international 
institutions. 

ICC United Kingdom is the representative 
voice for ICC in the UK and provides a 
mechanism for UK industry to engage 
effectively in shaping international policy, 
standards and rules. 

 iccwbo.uk

 @iccwboUK

 /ICC United Kingdom

 info@iccwbo.uk

#WeAreICC

ICC United Kingdom
Level39, One Canada Square, London E14 5AB
Company number: 10763507  VAT number: 42209200

Design by petemccormack.co.uk

http://www.iccwbo.uk
https://x.com/iccwboUK
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-chamber-of-commerce-uk/
mailto:info%40iccwbo.uk?subject=
https://www.petemccormack.co.uk
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